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Canon Eugene Mathews, or `Father', as he preferred to be called, died 10 days after suffering 

a severe stroke at the age of 88. He was the oldest serving priest in the Galloway Diocese, 

having retired just four years ago. He had wanted to die in harness, but that was not to be, 

since, as he admitted, he needed a new pair of legs. 

 

His parents were Owen Mathews, from Dundalk, and Mary Campbell from Auchenairn, 

Kirkcudbright. He had one older sister, Mary Teresa. Later his family extended to include 

Mary Teresa's husband Michael Kraus, a Polish airman, their son and three daughters, and 

their children. He had relatives in Ireland, Dalbeattie and Kilwinning, and through his long 

life his family members were a great source of strength and support to him. 

 

He was educated at St. Joseph's College, Dumfries; Blairs College, Aberdeen; and the Scots 

College in Rome. After his ordination to the priesthood on 29th June 1946, he was delighted 

to be sent back to Rome to study Canon Law. He said Canon Law helped him to think clearly 

and his knowledge of Canon Law taught him to respect the human rights of each individual. 

 

On his return to Scotland, his first appointment as curate was to Our Lady, Star of the Sea, 

Saltcoats. Then he served as parish priest in Kirkconnel, Maybole, Kilbimie, Kilmarnock and, 

lastly, Girvan. 

 

Fr. Mathews was totally dedicated to his priesthood, delighting daily in loving and serving 

God and loving and serving not only his parishioners but also all those with whom he came in 

contact. He was a man of deep prayer who was soaked in Scripture. He was a great proponent 

of frequent confession and he himself was a very merciful and compassionate confessor. He 

was a devoted visitor of the sick and housebound, and whichever parish he was in he would 

visit the local hospital, not only his own parishioners but all the patients. He also visited old 

folks' homes regularly and visitation of the local school was of prime importance to him. 

 

Fr. Mathews was a great ecumenist in that in every parish he enjoyed very cordial relations 

with the other religious leaders in the town. In Girvan he wrote a short homily each week 

which was read and enjoyed by many readers of the Carrick Gazette. 

 

Throughout his life his greatest joy and consolation was offering the sacrifice of the Mass 

daily and indeed he was still celebrating Mass up until 6th July. Fr. Mathews was a great 

shepherd and pastor to his flock. He was outstandingly affable, courteous, friendly and 

welcoming — a real man of the people. 

 

He was a voracious reader which made him a very interesting conversationalist. He had a wry 

wit and a lively, entertaining sense of humour. He often thanked God for innocent mirth. 

 

Every day in life he thanked God for the gift of priesthood and both volumes of his 

autobiography speak loudly and clearly of what happiness, joy and fulfilment he enjoyed in 

his vocation. 

 

His holidays were spent in Ireland and in America visiting his family members and friends. 

His day off each Monday was spent in Kilwinning, Saltcoats, Kilmarnock and Paisley, on a 

rota basis, visiting relatives and friends. 



 

He had a great devotion to Mary, the Mother of God, and he said all 15, and later 20, decades 

of the Rosary each day. He visited Lourdes frequently where he was in his element, so it was 

surely providential that his death took place on the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

 

The last four and a half months of his life were spent in Ainslie Manor Nursing Home, 

Girvan, where he was cherished, well cared for and where he `felt at ease'. He passed away 

very peacefully in the presence of two faithful friends, his former housekeeper and a friend 

who took him out in his invalid chair. Fr. Mathews lived by the maxims, Ad Majorem Dei 

Gloriam (All for the greater glory of God), and Fiat Voluntas Tua (Thy will be done). He 

accepted everything as God's will and never complained about his lost ability to walk. He 

will be sorely missed by all those he loved and served and by those who served him so 

dearly. 


