
1 
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Robert Norman Anthony Baird was born at Dunfermline on 2nd September, 1925. The 

religious background of both sides of his family was in sharp contrast to each other. His 

father's family were strong Presbyterians who had long been settled in the country around the 

Ochil Hills, where his grandfather had been born in Alva and his grandmother at Menstrie, 

but his maternal great grandfather was a Frenchman called Normand. On his mother's side 

(her home town was Stirling) he was both second and third generation Irish Catholic with 

roots in Leitrim, Donegal and Antrim, but his Antrim great grandmother was an Ulster 

Presbyterian. 

 

His early life was spent in England. When he was two years old, his family moved from 

Dunfermline to Basingstoke in Hampshire, where they lived for six years before returning to 

Scotland where, after a short period in Stirling, they settled in Milngavie, where Norman 

attended his first Catholic school, St. Joseph's. However, in 1935, he won a scholarship to the 

Abbey School at Fort Augustus, where he spent the next eight years, and where he was 

Captain of the School before he left in 1943. He did his national service, from 1944 to 1947 

as a navigator with the Royal Air Force, based on stations in Lincolnshire and Northern 

Ireland. 

 

In 1940, his family had moved to Glasgow and, on his return from national service in 1947, 

Norman offered himself as a candidate for the priesthood in the archdiocese of Glasgow. He 

went to St. Peter's College, Cardross, in 1948, where he studied philosophy for two years, 

then he was sent to the Scots College, Rome, for his theological studies, where he remained 

for the next four years until his return to Scotland in 1954. 

 

In Rome Father Baird became deeply interested in the excavations which had been made 

under the Vatican Basilica and this led to the publication in 1953, before his ordination, of his 

account of The Tomb of St. Peter. He was ordained priest on 5th July, 1953, and returned in 

the summer of 1954 to Scotland, where he was appointed curate to the parish of Holy Cross, 

Glasgow. The years in Rome he remembered with great affection and, at his death, he left his 

considerable library to the Scots College. 

 

Father Baird succeeded in making his many talents and varied background serve his 

priesthood. They gave to him what was perhaps the most attractive quality of his 

priesthood—a deep instinctive sympathy with people of all types and classes. In conversation 

he was not by nature effusive or articulate, but his gift of sympathetic kindness did not need 

words in which to express itself. Nothing was ever too much trouble for him, especially when 

there was a question of helping people. Even in the last days of his illness, when his strength 

was sapping away, he was punctilious in answering cards and letters from his well-wishers. 

 

He had an academic bent, was unusually well read in theology, but never forgot that the 

priest's first task is always with people. His sermons bore witness to his wide reading, 

although because of a persistent shyness, preaching was not his strong point. Few could excel 

him, however, in the rare gift of communicating with children. 

 

As a student Father Baird was wiry and strong, but even in his early years as a priest, it 

became evident that he was working well above his strength. He was never seriously ill, 

although he often gave the impression of fighting against some chronic debility. His friends, 

therefore, though dismayed were not completely taken by surprise when, in January, 1965, 
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the doctors diagnosed a serious illness. In the early stages of this illness he was impatient and 

restless, imagining that too much fuss was being made of him. His resignation to God's will, 

when told that the sickness was unto death, was a magnificent index to his deep spirituality. 

 

The progress of his illness was swift. In the early morning of 19th March Father Baird, after 

receiving Holy Viaticum, died. He was thirty-nine years of age. His body was brought to 

Holy Cross Church on Sunday, 21st March. On Monday, 22nd March, the Most Reverend 

James Donald Scanlan, D.C.L., B.L., Archbishop of Glasgow, assisted by Rev. Michael 

Mooney and Rev. Daniel McEwan, celebrated the Solemn Requiem Mass, and preached the 

panegyric. In the crowded congregation were Father Baird's parents, his brother and his 

sister, and his many friends of both clergy and laity. His parish priest, the Right Rev. James 

Ward, Bishop of Sita, accompanied the body to St. Peter's Cemetery, Dalbeth, where Father 

Baird was buried beside two of the parish priests under whom he served. May he rest in 

peace. 

 


