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For a man who proudly bore the Christian name which translated from Latin means 'Happy', 

Fr. Felix Beattie is now among those souls for whose "happy repose" we are urged to pray. 

 

The Dumbarton-born priest who had been living in retirement in Nazareth House, Glasgow, 

died in the Southern General Hospital on Friday 31 January, after a short illness. He was 82, 

and was due to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood next month. 

 

The eldest of eleven children born to James Beattie and Maggie Hegarty, Felix was born on 

21 March 1920 at 144 High Street, Dumbarton, and was reared in nearby Brucehill. 

Throughout his childhood he displayed a great love for the Church and attended daily Mass 

with his father and brother, James 

 

While attending St Patrick's Primary he won a bursary to St Patrick's High School at the early 

age of 10. And such were his achievements in the secondary school that by the age of 15 he 

had already gained six highers and was ready to move on to university. To the delight of his 

family, he graduated from Glasgow University with a Master of Arts degree while still just 

18. 

 

He went on to gain his teaching certificate atJordanhill College and, while a student, often 

found himself teaching pupils who were not much younger than himself. Shortly after 

completing his teacher training he was called up for national service, joining the Royal Corps 

of Signals. From 1940 to 1946, he saw action in Normandy, Holland and Palestine. 

 

At the end of the war, a grant from the army enabled him to pursue the call he had long felt to 

train for the priesthood. He was accepted as a student by the Archdiocese of Glasgow and 

sent to the Scots College, Rome. He was among the first group of 30 students to journey to 

Rome after the college reopened following the war. 

 

Felix thoroughly enjoyed life in Rome. He felt a wonderful sense of privilege that while on a 

week's retreat at San Glovanni Rotondo he served Mass for the saintly Padre Pio. Another 

highlight was the honour of serving the Papal Mass in St Peter's Square at the canonisation of 

St Maria Goretti in 1950, when he also met the saint's mother and family. 

 

But the culmination of his sojourn in the Eternal City came on 4 April 1953 when he was 

ordained priest by Archbishop Luigi Traglia, in the Basilica of the Twelve Apostles. In the 

same ordination class was the late Bishop Charles Renfrew. 

 

On his return home, shortly afterwards, Fr. Felix was appointed to Our Lady & St George's, 

Penilee, for a brief spell, before moving to St Mary's, Calton. In 1954, he joined the staff at 

Blairs College, Aberdeen, returning to the diocese three years later and an appointment to St 

Bonaventure's, Oatlands (1957-65). He was then appointed to St Columba's, Hopebill Road 

(1965-69), before taking up an appointment as lecturer and chaplain at Notre Dame College 

of Education, Bearsden (1969-76) . As was noted at his funeral, it was here that Fr Felix felt 

at his happiest and most effective in his ministry. 

 

In 1977, that ministry took on a new accent as he joined the St. James the Apostle Missionary 

Society working mainly in Peru, in areas of great social poverty and with few pastoral 
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resources. After his return to Scotland, he was appointed parish priest of St Patrick's, Old 

Kilpatrick (1980-82) . 

 

Illness in various guises was taking its toll on his health and so he retired to Broomhill, where 

he helped out in the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. His gift of illustrating the 

gospel message with homely anecdote won great admiration. Always willing to help his 

brother priests, he also filled in during holidays in exotic spots like Dunoon, Rothesay and 

Barra. 

 

In recent years, when mobility became a real problem, the old campaigner joined the retired 

priests in Nazareth House. Along with all sorts of home comforts, he enjoyed the company of 

fellow priests and regular visits from his large extended family. 

 

In his homily at the funeral in St Michael's, MonsignorJohn Gilmartin V.G. spoke with 

warmth about Felix's quiet but effective apostolate among the residents at Nazareth House. 

He liked to have an encouraging word for the "poor old souls" - all younger than himself! 

 

A group from the St. Mungo Singers supplemented parishioners, friends and a strong family 

presence at the liturgy of intercession and 

thanksgiving concelebrated by a large number of priests - many Dumbarton born and bred. 

His brother Mgr. Hugh Beattie, a priest of Motherwell diocese and long-serving army 

chaplain, predeceased him last August. 

 

Felix is survived by two brothers, Danny and Frank, and four sisters, Mary, Vera, Theresa 

and Ann all of whom continue to live in the Dumbarton area. 

 

Donec eris felix, multos numerabis amicos - As long as you are happy, you will have many 

friends. 

Requiescat in pace. 

With acknowledgement to Flourish. 

 


