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John Gogarty was born into a well respected family of Mossend in 1912. His early schooling 

in the local Holy Family School and in Our Lady's High, Motherwell, continued his love of 

the Church which attracted him to the priesthood and led him to nourish his vocation by 

continuing his education in Blairs. His academic prowess demanded that he should benefit 

from the facilities of the Gregorian University in Rome. On completion of his studies, he was 

ordained for the Archdiocese of Glasgow in 1936. 

 

His first curacy was Saint John's, Stevenston. After a short time there, he was transferred to 

Saint Patrick's, Anderston where he remained as curate and Diocesan Secretary until 1951, 

when he was appointed Vice-Rector of the Scots College, Rome. He held this post until 1959, 

the year he was appointed Parish Priest of Our Lady of Fatima's, Dalmarnock. There he was 

to remain until his retirement through ill health in 1973. 

 

His time of retirement was spent in the company of the many friends he had made during his 

active years. He spent some time in America before returning to Scotland, which he left in 

1980 for Ireland, where he had family and friends. He died on 30th October, 1986, in hospital 

in Waterford after a long and trying illness. He was 75 years of age. 

 

Bishop Mone presided at his Requiem Mass in Saint Mary's, Tallaght, and at his burial in 

Glasnevin cemetery. Father Alex Johnston of Glasgow delivered the panegyric. Such are the 

brief facts of John Gogarty's life. They say but little of the quality and worth of the man and 

priest. 

 

Those who knew Father Gogarty would readily admit that he was an idealist. His high ideals 

were born of love of his family, love of God and Christ's Church. He could see his ideals 

being achieved only through following the teaching of the church. 

 

All this was evidenced by his personal priestly style, his love of ceremonial, his meticulous, 

yet easy and natural fulfilling of the rubrics, his brief but instructive sermons, his enjoyment 

of priestly company, especially when the subject of conversation was matter theological. He 

would often say, "It is good for minds to rub against each other, for sparks produce flames". 

 

Idealist he was. He was also a romantic and a realist. This was obvious from his accounts of 

his years in Anderston. He would talk nostalgically of his times there, of the goodness and 

sufferings of the people and the companionship of the clergy. Listening to him, names like 

Andy Lynch, John Martin, Larry Brady, took on flesh and blood and became his hearers' 

familiars. He had been impressed by such men and their attempts to uplift the minds and 

hearts of the people. So he would say of his church, "It must be a place of brightness and 

beauty to lift the minds of our people who live in such dull surroundings." He often spoke of 

his church and its grounds as "An oasis in a man-made desert". So stand his church and 

grounds today. 

 

Though he may have appeared stern and aloof, Father Gogarty had a heart for his priests and 

people. He loved to hear their tales and laughed heartily at their wit and humour. To them he 

was always most polite and courteous. If he is remembered for this quality alone, he will be 

happy. 



 

As a priest of his time, he was very much influenced in his thinking and ways by G. K. 

Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc. He could, and would, quote them at great length and with 

great relish. He would describe them as "Men of the past who understood Catholicism whom 

tomorrow's Catholics will not understand". 

 

Finally, and without contrivance; let Father Gogarty's most repeated quote from Belloc speak 

for him. 

 

"Of courtesy, it is much less 

than courage of Heart or Holiness. 

Yet in my walks it seems to me 

The grace of God is in courtesy". 

 

May he enjoy the courtesy of God. 

 


