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Father Kane's unexpected death on 21st December, 1989, came as a great shock to his 

parishioners and friends. He had been parish priest in St. Sophia's, Galston, since 1984. 

 

He was born on 21st October, 1921, and brought up in Stevenston, a town which was always 

dear to him. He took up teaching as his vocation in life, and after graduating M.A. from the 

University of Glasgow, he taught for a few years in St. Peter's, Ardrossan. It was during his 

short time of teaching that he found that God was calling him to the priesthood. In answer to 

this call, he was soon on his way to the Scots College in Rome, where he studied from 1946 

to 1952. As could be expected, he proved a willing and able student, and was ordained a 

priest in Rome on 15th July, 1951. 

 

Coming back to Scotland, his first appointment in 1952 was as assistant priest in St. Joseph's, 

Kilmarnock, then the only church in that town. In the work of the parish, he found great 

scope to use his many and varied talents; one such was producing plays for the youth. In 

1957, teaching again became his work when he was appointed a member of the staff at Blairs 

College, Aberdeen. Returning to parochial work again in 1961, he served as parish priest in 

Dairy, Maybole, Waterside, Auchinleck and finally in Galston. 

 

Father Kane's great and lifelong interest was instruments in any shape or form. He was a 

great person with gadgets of every kind and had outstanding skill in lighting, sound, 

photography and most kinds of technology. He used his interest for the good of the Church, 

particularly in the Liturgy, for example his electric crib at Christmas and his waterfall or 

fountain at Easter. In a real sense, he made the church an interesting and surprising place to 

be, and at times filled it with a magic almost like Walt Disney's Magic Kingdom. He often 

delighted children and adults alike with his innovations. 

 

Another great interest was the youth, and again he made his skills work for the good of the 

Church. He produced many musicals and plays in the parishes he served, and the young were 

always a willing cast. His `Spanish Effects' in this area were often surprising. One thinks for 

example of the Apparition of Our Lady in the `Miracle of Fatima'. One sat there and could 

almost feel Our Lady appear. Again his `magic touch' was evident in all his productions. In 

an age when many complain that the Church and the Liturgy are boring, perhaps Father 

Kane's work in these areas could give the rest of us material for reflection. 

 

Another great interest was his fellow priests, especially the sick and the retired. A quiet man 

in many respects, this subject brought out a certain passion in him.    

Father Kane's re-ordering and decorating of St. Sophia's Church in Galston for its centenary 

is beautiful for the eye to behold. The beauty of the sanctuary with its decorative curtains is 

spoken of in admiration. Most people were heard saying that it was the nicest sanctuary they 

had ever seen. 

 

Father Kane spent a happy evening before he died with some of his parishioners gathered 

round in the church listening to the very first recital on the new organ which had just been 

bought for the parish of St. Sophia's. 

 



The Funeral Mass was attended by Bishop Taylor, Archbishop Winning, class-mates, a large 

number of priest friends, local ministers, the parishioners of Galston, Newmilns, Darvel and 

many others from past parishes. 

 

A man conscious of his roots, Father Kane donated his chalice to his mother's native parish in 

Co. Derry. He is buried in his native Stevenston, and is survived by his twin sister, Mary. 

 

May God grant him eternal rest. Who knows, perhaps some of his skills are already being 

used in Paradise. 

 


