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Monsignor Thomas Murray, retired Parish Priest of Saint Patrick's, Dumbarton died 

peacefully on 5th September 2002 in Saint Joseph's Home, Robroyston. He was born in 

Wishaw on 13 April 1913 and after attending St. Ignatius' Primary, Wishaw and Our Lady's 

High Motherwell began his ecclesiastical studies in St. Mary's College, Blairs in 1926 before 

beginning his Senior Seminary studies at the Pontifical Scots College, Rome. He was 

ordained to the priesthood in Rome on 19 December 1936 by Cardinal Marchetti-Selvaggiani 

and completed his Licence in Theology in 1937 

 

He served as Assistant Priest in St. Luke's, Glasgow from 1937 - 1939 and then in Carfin 

until 1942 and St. Roch's until 1954. In 1954 he was appointed Spiritual Director in the Scots 

College, Rome, where he remained until 1957. On his return to Glasgow in 1957 he received 

the first of his two appointments as Parish Priest: to Immaculate Heart of Mary, Balornock 

where he spent 18 years, followed by his second appointment in 1975 when he became Parish 

Priest of St. Patrick's, Dumbarton a post he held until his retirement in 1991 

 

At first he lived on his own in Helensburgh, serving as Chaplain to the Notre Dame Sisters 

Community in Dumbarton, before, as his health declined, moving to the care of the Little 

Sisters of the Poor in Robroyston where he was to spend the last years of his life. 

 

In addition to the parochial duties he undertook, he had a wide variety of Diocesan 

responsibilities entrusted to him. Not the least was his role as a judge on the Diocesan and 

then the National Tribunal where he continued to serve for several years after his retirement 

until ill-health made it impossible. He several times served on the Council of Priests and in 

1974 was elected the first Chairman of that Council under the newly appointed Archbishop 

Winning. He was a member of the Hospitals Committee and also of the R.E. Committee. In 

recognition of his outstanding service to the Church and to the Archdiocese of Glasgow in 

particular he was appointed a Prelate of Honour by Pope John Paul II on 22nd February, 

1980. Archbishop Winning appointed him to the Cathedral Chapter of Saint Andrew's 

Cathedral on Saint Mungo's Day, 13th January, 1982. 

 

Father Paul Conroy gave the following reflection on his ministry and life at the end of the 

Funeral Mass in Saint Patrick's: 

 

I feel as if I am returning a favour today. Mgr. Tom Murray, as parish priest of St. Patrick's 

preached at the Mass I celebrated in this church the day after my ordination. After some 

discussion with him we agreed that the Mass would be a votive Mass in honour of Our Lady. 

I might have celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving but Tom was of the opinion that you 

celebrate a Mass of thanksgiving after twenty-five or fifty years of priesthood — not after 

one day and in any case every Mass is a Thanksgiving. 

 

He spoke about Our Lady and her relationship with every priest with the same energy and 

brevity that he brought to most things. 

 

As well as overseeing arrangements for my ordination in 1980, he took great pride in 

organising the 150th anniversary of the foundation of this parish. As far as I can remember all 

the Bishops of Scotland were present along with the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop Heim. 

To mark that historic occasion and in recognition of his work for the Church he was made a 



Monsignor. Among his other contributions he chaired the Council of Priests and served on 

both the Hospitals Committee and the R.E. Committee. 

 

Cardinal Winning appointed Fr. Tom Murray to St. Patrick's the year after he became 

Archbishop. By that time he had already been serving as a priest for over forty years. After 

his ordination at Rome in 1936, he spent 2 years in St. Luke's before being given an 

appointment at Carfin with the legendary Canon Taylor. The stories he occasionally let slip 

about those few years could fill a book. It appears, however, that Carfin was not big enough 

for the two of them or for the other curates all of whom seem to have been reappointed to 

different parishes on the same day. After a longer period of service at St. Roch's, Tom was 

asked to take up an appointment as Spiritual Director in the Scots College, Rome. On his 

return from Rome he took up his first appointment as parish priest in Immaculate Heart of 

Mary, Balornock, where he remained until his appointment to St. Patrick's in 1975. He was 

persuaded to retire as parish priest in 1991 but continued to work as chaplain to the Sisters of 

Notre Dame here in Dumbarton, making his way from Helensburgh to the convent each day 

to celebrate Mass. He also continued to offer his services as a judge at the National Catholic 

Tribunal, until ill health forced him to give that up too. 

 

On one occasion I remember he was ill which was very unusual. Knowing I was staying at 

home at the time he asked me if I could say the weekday Mass for him. Discovering him in 

his room, I found he was anxious to ensure that the sick of the parish who would be expecting 

him to bring them communion between the 7 am and 10 am Masses would understand why 

he was not able to attend them that day. 

 

Although he was born in Wishaw, he considered himself to be a Roman. Having studied there 

from 1930-37 and served in the fifties as Spiritual Director, he had no inclination to go 

anywhere else for his holiday. He loved the company of priests and especially liked to talk 

about Rome. He was greatly saddened when his friend Mgr. Sean O'Kelly, rector of the Scots 

College, was tragically killed in 1981 just outside the college. He would gather some of us 

each year in February to celebrate an anniversary Mass and enjoy a plate of spaghetti as a 

token of his friendship. Spaghetti was the thing he offered his honoured guests and it was also 

what he had for his Christmas dinner. 

 

Mgr. Murray was a man of simplicity. He inspired loyalty but enjoyed a spot of mischief. He 

was hugely independent but enjoyed the company of family and friends. He was a dedicated 

priest who brought great energy and determination to the things he believed in and enjoyed. 

He was a man of faith and I am led to believe was uncompromising in challenging the doubts 

of those under his charge while he was spiritual director in Rome. 

 

It was sad, therefore, for all of us who knew him to see his health deteriorate and his memory 

fail. Nevertheless, this man who liked to take care of himself was wonderfully cared for by 

the Little Sisters in St. Joseph's Robroyston. 

 

One of the things that I admired about Toma was his ability to travel light. He was able to fit 

all he needed for his month's summer holiday into a briefcase. That knowledge of how to 

travel light meant he was always ready to go where he was asked or where he was needed. He 

was, as a consequence, not always dressed as you might have expected. He felt the need to be 

dressed for work. I can still remember his chuckle when he told me how one day while he 

was doing some work in his old clothes in the church grounds, he was approached by a 

gentleman of the road, who asked if the priest was in the parish house. With perfect honesty 



Tom told him he was not. The man walked off and Tom was delighted to be able to tell us 

how he had been mistaken for the gardener. 

 

This priest has left an indelible mark on the parishes in which he served. But more 

importantly he has brought his influence to bear on the countless people whose lives he 

touched and especially upon those of us who are gathered here because he not only numbered 

us among his parishioners but also among his friends. 

 

May he rest in peace. Amen. 

 


