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With tragic suddenness, Father Nicholas Torsney, a young priest of the Archdiocese of St. 

Andrews, and Edinburgh, died in Stirling Infirmary on Tuesday, 16th April, 1957.  Father 

Torsney, who was only thirty years of age and had been a priest for only seven years, was 

born at Bathgate on 6th October, 1926.  When his family went to Canada in 1927, he went 

with them and so received his early education at St. Bridget's School in Toronto. Returning to 

Scotland, he became a pupil of St. Mary's School, Bathgate, and was dux of that school in 

1939. 

 

Accepting God's call to the sacred priesthood, Father Torsney began his ecclesiastical studies 

at St. Mary's College, Blairs, in 1942. These studies were continued at the Scots College, 

Rome, from 1946 and, on 8th April, 1950, in the Basilica. of St. John Lateran, he received 

priesthood at the hands of Archbishop Traglia, the Vicegerent of Rome. Father Torsney spent 

his priestly life in the parish of St. John the Baptist at Corstorphine until, in February of this 

year, he was appointed curate at St. Margaret's, Raploch. Duringhis seven years' ministry at 

Corstorphine, Father Torsney's quiet zeal and gentle earnestness of manner endeared him to 

the people of the parish. 

 

The Church of the Immaculate Conception, Bathgate, was crowded on the morning of 

Wednesday, 17th April, when Pontifical Requiem Mass was offered up by His Grace, 

Archbishop Gray of St. Andrews and Edinburgh. The funeral arrangements had to be made 

more hastily than is usual, because of the Holy Week ceremonies, but notwithstanding the 

lack of notice, a large gathering of priests and religious came from the Archdiocese of St. 

Andrews and Edinburgh and beyond. His Grace, Archbishop Gray, was assisted in the 

sanctuary by Canons of the Metropolitan Cathedral Chapter, and many people came from 

Corstorphine. 

 

Preaching the panegyric, Archbishop Gray said of Father Torsney: "You who know him well 

need no reminder of his priestly qualities. Quiet and disarming in manner, studious yet 

unassuming, he radiated a gentle, winning charm, a deep and obvious sincerity that made 

approach easy and invited trust and confidence. Add to his natural gifts a deep spirituality 

and, especially during these last few months, an illness patiently borne with the grace of God, 

and you have the explanation of the rich and fruitful apostolate he completed in so short a 

life. In Corstorphine, Father Torsney will long be remembered in the homes he so regularly 

visited; above all, in the institutions he so devotedly served, with gentleness and patience 

ministering to the sick in body and soul. 

 

"We knew that during this last year his health was far from good. Little did we imagine that 

the years of his priesthood were hastening so rapidly to a close. In his sudden and unforeseen 

death all of us here share a deep and grievous loss: the people of this parish of Bathgate, 

where he was born and baptised, the people of the parish where his priestly labours were 

known and experienced, the archdiocese which confidently hoped for many full years of 

devoted service from this good and holy priest; the clergy who mourn the loss of a cherished 

friend, a much beloved brother in the priesthood. But for none is the weight of this cross so 

grievous and agonising as for the mother and the brothers and sisters of Father Nicholas. To 

them I offer, in the name of the priests and people of the diocese, first our gratitude for the 

zealous, unremitting labours of the Priest, Son and Brother, whom they gave to us, and then, 

our sympathy in their grief, a sympathy that will be expressed in our prayers."  

May he rest in peace. 
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