
T H E  P A R A B L E  O F  T H E  S O W E R  
 

This weekend we hear Jesus again speaking to his disciples in parables. The Parable of the Sower (also 
known as the Parable of the Four Soils) is found in all the synoptic Gospels. After presenting this parable 
to the multitude, Jesus interprets it for His disciples with great detail. 
 

    The Parable of the Sower concerns a sower who scatters seed which falls on 
    four different types of ground. The hard ground prevents the seed from  
    sprouting at all, and the seed becomes nothing more than bird food. The stony 
    ground provides enough soil for the seeds to germinate and begin to grow, but 
    because there is no depth of earth, the plants do not take root and are soon 
    withered in the sun’s heat. The thorny ground allows the seed to grow, but the 
    competing thorns grow-up around it and choke it. Finally, the good ground 
    receives the seed in deep soil and produces good fruit. 
 
    Jesus’ explanation  of the Parable of the Sower highlights four different 
    responses to the Gospel. The seed is “the Word of God” planted in the hearts 
    of men. The hard ground represents someone who is hardened by sin; he 
    hears but does not understand the Word, and so the message is plucked away, 
    keeping the heart dull and preventing the Word from making an impression. 
    The stony ground pictures a person who professes delight with the Word; 
however, his heart is not changed, and when trouble arises, his shallow faith quickly disappears. The 
thorny ground depicts one who seems to receive the Word, but whose heart is full of riches, pleasures, and 
lusts; the things of this world take his time and attention away from the Word, and he ends up giving-up in 
the end. The good, fertile ground portrays the one who hears, understands, and receives the Word—and 
then allows the Word to accomplish its result in his life. The man represented by the good ground is the 
only one who has responded well to the Gospel message. Jesus says salvation belongs to such a person. 
 

We can therefore summarize the message of the Parable of the Sower: Our reception of God’s Word is 
determined by the condition of our heart. Therefore, let our faith and our lives exemplify the "good soil" in 
the parable. With open hearts let us invite God to plant his Word deep within us. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Next weekend we will have the pleasure of welcoming a renowned Redemptorist Fr. Jim McManus to 
speak to us at the weekend Masses. Fr. McManus’ visit is with a noble intention in mind. He comes to 
prepare us, spiritually and practically, for a Parish Mission which he will lead here from Saturday 27th 
September until Friday 3rd October later this year.  
 

Fr. McManus gives missions all over the world and so we are honoured to have him to lead a week of 
prayer and reflection. He brings a wealth of knowledge and years of pastoral experience as a religious 
priest. Next weekend he will tell us more about the theme of our mission, as well as ways in which to 
prepare as individuals, families and as a parish for a week filled with many graces and blessings. We pray 
that this will mark a moment of renewal and growth within our parish family. 
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RECENTLY DECEASED 
 

Nicola Russell Donald (Langloan) 
 

ANNIVERSARIES / MONTHS MINDS / BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCES 
 

Brother Gregory; Brother Gregory; Patrick, Cathie, Sadie & James Meechan; Esther Campbell; Thomas, 
Chrissie & Mary Dick; Aidan & John O’Neill; Sally Dowdalls; Frank Egan; Frank & Mary Moran; Ellen 

McAleese; Cathy Wilkie; Paul Downie; Harry Brown; Mary Profit; Anna McNamee; Marian Irving; Andrew 
& Annie McKeirnan; John Battles; Robert & Madge Houston; Ellen Jenkins; William Roden; Tommy 
Kirkland; William & Margaret Cairns; Jim Fox; Kathleen & Frank Coventry; Patrick Kearney; James 

Archer; Elizabeth, William & Betty Flaherty; Bernard, Jessie & Bernard (Jnr.) Kearney; Maria, Daniel & 
John Gallagher; Edward & Ellen Owens; William Archer; Patrick & Catherine Campbell.  

 

SICK 
 

Angela Hughes 

 
The Pastoral Team 
Very Rev. James Canon Foley (Parish Priest) 
Rev. Michael J. Kane (Assistant Priest) 
 

Sr. Eileen (Pastoral Assistant) 
 
 

Baptisms 
On the last Sunday of the month by arrangement with the clergy. 
 

Marriages 
Arrangements for weddings (for which six months notice is required)  
and for baptisms should be made by appointment with the clergy. 
 

Calling Times 
Appointments to speak to a member of the clergy may be made through the Chapel House by calling 01236 
423044. Please remember that if you reside outside the boundary of St. Augustine’s Parish, then you must ask 
for the sacraments in your own parish. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick / Hospital Visitations 
Those who require the Sacrament of the Sick at home should contact the Chapel House to arrange for the 
priest to visit. This should ordinarily be arranged prior to any prolonged hospital visit. The Roman Catholic 
Chaplain to Monklands Hospital is Fr. Hughes. In cases of emergency where you or a family member require 
the pastoral assistance of the Chaplain please request this from the nursing staff at the hospital. Please note 
that a patient/family request must be made before the clergy can visit. 
 

Bulletin Notices 
All notices should be dropped through the Presbytery letter box by Wednesday evening at the latest. Notices 
for publication should be written clearly. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please address all correspondence to: 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PRESBYTERY 
12 Dundyvan Road, Coatbridge, North Lanarkshire, ML5 1DQ  t: 01236 423044 

 

P A R I S H  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
 

Web / Wordpress: www.staugustinescoatbridge.com 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintaugustines 

Follow us on Twitter: @FrKane 
 

 
 

  

First Collection £430 
Second Collection £540 

Gift-Aid £340 
Fundraising / Donations £200 

TOTAL £1510 
(1797 homes) 

Average per home = 

 

99p 

 

LAST W E EK’S  INCOME 

 

M A J O R  E X P E N D I T U R E  
  Heat & Light (March)             £2159 

 



 
 
 

	  
	  
	  

LETS FOR PARISH HALL 
It is our hope to begin regular lets for our parish 
hall with a view of making it more financially 
viable. Any community group that would like to 
avail of this opportunity should speak directly to 
one of the priests. Any community group using 
the Hall would be expected to respect the ethos 
of our Catholic community. The normal rate for 
lets is £20 per hour although several special 
groups are currently exempt from these charges. 
Please note that the Hall does not operate a bar 
and we do not let the premises for adult birthday 
parties. New lets will be considered at the 
discretion of the priest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RCIA PROGRAM  
Non-Catholics wishing to join the Rite of 
Catholic Initiation for Adults (RCIA) process in 
September are asked to contact one of the priests 
of Sr. Eileen This is in view of joining the 
Catholic Church next Easter.  
 
PARISH MISSION 
Please take note of the dates of our forthcoming 
Parish Mission: 27th September – 3rd October. 
The full programme of talks, services and events 
will be published nearer the time. Fr. McManus, 
who will lead the Mission, will give us more 
information next weekend when he will speak at 
all the Masses. Appropriately, Fr. McManus’ 
arrival coincides with the beginning of Bishop 
Toal’s pastoral ministry in the diocese. 
 
SANTIAGO PILGRIMAGE 
Pilgrims are preparing to leave for Santiago on 
Sunday 27th July to walk a 120km stretch of the 
famous ‘camino’. Parishioners are invited to post 
any prayer intentions through the letterbox of the 
Chapel House. Fr. Kane will leave those 
intentions at the Cathedral in Santiago at the end 
of the pilgrimage walk. 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
There will be no Brunch this Sunday. It will re-
start again in August after the Summer holidays.  
 
HANDMADE	  QUILT	  RAFFLE	   
One of our parishioners has kindly donated a 
handmade, embroidered quilt to be raffled for the 
parish Renovation Fund. You can buy your tickets 
in the porch for £1 per strip. The quilt is also on 
display in the Church porch. This weekend will be 
the last opportunity to buy raffle-tickets before the 
draw next Sunday 20th July.  
 
WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT  
A weekend retreat is planned for the women of the 
parish to Saint Mary’s Monastery, Kinnoull, Perth 
from Friday 29 August – Sunday 31 August 2014. 
For more information, of to book your place, call 
H. Ashmore on 01236 421751. Please note that 
this retreat is open to all women in the parish.  
 
MASS ATTENDANCE  
Parents are reminded of the importance of 
ensuring their children attend Holy Mass each 
week, including during the summer holiday 
period. The 10am Family Mass is most 
appropriate for our young parishioners, not least 
because of the Children’s Liturgy groups which 
ordinarily run during the school term. We are 
grateful to parents who prioritise the Sunday 
commitment each week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH NEWS 

 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Monday - Saturday of this week the Baptistery 
will be open for a period of Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from 10.30-12noon.  

 

 
PARISH RELIGIOUS SHOP 

(Located in the Upstairs Hall) 
 

Religious cards Statues Rosaries 
gifts jewellery Candles  fonts 

plaques books crucifixes  
and much more. . .  

 
Opening Times 

Mon – Sat: 10.30 – 11.30am  
Saturday: (after 6.30pm Vigil Mass)  

Sunday: (after 10am & 12noon Masses) 



 
 
 

PARISH TIMETABLE FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

 
Sunday 13 July 
Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

10.00am Holy Mass (Family Mass) 
12noon Holy Mass 
***NO BRUNCH THIS WEEKEND*** 
Religious Shop open after both Masses (Upper Hall) 
1.00pm Baptisms 
 

 
Monday 14 July 
Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 
 

 

9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30-12noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 
 

 
Tuesday 15 July 
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor 

 

9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30-12noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 

 
Wednesday 16 July 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30-12noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 
 

 
Thursday 17 July 
Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

 
9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30-12noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 
1.00pm Celebration of Marriage  
 

 
Friday 18 July 
Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

 
9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30-12noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 
 

 
Saturday 19 July 
Votive Mass in honour of our Lady 

 

9.45am Morning Prayer in Church 
10.00am Holy Mass 
10.30am Confessions 
10.30-11.15am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Baptistery) 
Tea/Coffee in Hall after Mass 
10.30-11.30am Religious Shop Open (Upper Hall) 
11.30am Baptisms 
5.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (Lady Altar) 
5.30-6.00pm Confessions 
6.30pm Vigil Mass (Fr. McManus) 
 

 
Sunday 20 July 
Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
10.00am Holy Mass (Family Mass with Fr. McManus) 
12noon Holy Mass (Fr. McManus) 
***NO BRUNCH THIS WEEKEND*** 
Religious Shop open after both Masses (Upper Hall) 
1.00pm Baptisms 
 

 
 


